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SUBJECT: POREIGN MINISTER'S VISIT TO MALTA 

1 . DURING MY CALL ON POREIGN MINISTER OREJA ON 
JANUARY 17 ON OTHER MATTERS, HE RAISED THE QUESTION 
OP HIS PORTHCOMING VISIT TO MALTA ON JANUARY 21 . 

HE EXPLAINED THAT WHEN PRIME MINISTER SUAREZ HAD 
STARTED TO PLAN POR HIS TRIP TO THE MIDDLE EAST 
IT HAD BEEN DECIDED THAT, IN VIEW OF SEVERAL TRIPS 
MINTOPP HAD MADE TO SPAIN OVER THE PAST YEARS, HE 
SHOULD INCLUDE MALTA IN HIS ITINERARY. HOWEVER, 

SUAREZ HAD BEEN OBLIGED TO ALTER HIS PLANS AT LEAST 
TWO TIMES AND PINALLY HAD DECIDED TO DROP MALTA 
ALTOGETHER FROM HIS STILT, UNCERTAIN ITINERARY. 

BECAUSE OP THIS, OREJA EXPLAINED, HE WILL NOW BE 
GOING TO VALLETA ON JANUARY 21. 
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2. 1 TOOK THE OPPORTUNITY TO REVIEW WITH OREJA 
OUR VIEWS ON MINTOPP'S NETURALITY PROPOSAL ALONG THE 
LINES OP 76 STATE 313031. APTER INDICATING OUR 
UNDERSTANDING POR MALTA'S ECONOMIC PROBLEMS APTER 
UK WITHDRAWAL, I SAID WE WELCOMED THE INTEREST OP 
MATLTA’S EUROPEAN NEIGHBORS AND THAT WE HAD NO 
OBJECTION TO ECONOMIC AND SECURITY GUARANTEES POR 
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MALTA BY EUROPEAN COUNTIRES. WE THOUGHT IT 
APPROPRIATE THAT THE ITALIANS SHOULD TAKE THE LEAD. 
FOR OUR PART, WE DID NOT WISH TO TAKE ANY INITIATIVES 
OR SHOW ANY US INTEREST IN THIS MATTER THAT MINTOFF 
MIGHT EXPLOIT. 

3. OREJA EXPRESSED INTEREST IN US VIEWS. HE 
INDICATED AWARENESS OF MINTOFF'S SPECIAL CHARACTER 
AND SAID HE WAS SOMEWHAT WARY OF MINTOFF'S 
RELATIONS WITH LIBYA. HE WOULD LISTEN TO HAT 
MINTOFF WOULD HAVE TO SAY BUT PLANNED TO MAKE NO 
COMMITMENTS AT THIS STAGE. HE WOULD BE BACK IN TOUCH 
WITH ME AFTER THE VISIT FOR FURTHER EXCHANGE OF 
INFORMATION.STABLER 
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